
Ind.~ 
Page 1 36n 

INDEX, TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting March 31 1959 

S~,J:r:CT MATT_~R :. P aq e No. 

AN.AF:JS: 
----r-:- Award for Safety, First, Cities using over 500 employees 1 

E2ARINGS: 
----r-.--CASE NO. 390: To show cause why this Variance to A. M. Klum 

should not be revoked for failure to comply - petitioner 
~o build fence. 1-3 

WRITTEN 
1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

COMMUNIG\TIONS: 
Claims of Catherine & Rebecca Vandervalk (denied, to Atty.) 3 
Parkway School PTA re signal, Palos Verdes Blvd. & Calle 
Mayor (Clerk to put on April 14 Agenda) 3 
H1wood Riviera Homeowners in support of Item 2 (to same) 3 
Mrs. J. E. Popovich, request re trees (concurred, Park Supt.) 
Calif. Nat'l. Guard, Co. E., re subsidy (to City Mgr.) 4 
Mrs, J. L. Broun re litter (filed) 4 
No. Torrance Civic Improvement Association, re: 
a. bond issue for park sites (filed) 
b. widening of Prairie at Redondo Bch. Blvd. & 171.st 

(City Engr. to reply) 
c. illumination on 174th St. (to City Engr.) 
d. traffic hazard at 164 & Crenshaw (to Traffic Comm.) 
R. A. Watt Construction Co. re refund (80% approved) 

4 

5 
5 
5 
5 

3,4 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
_.- --r;:--]iJrtYROPRIATTONS: 

IffiprOVEmlents at plunge, approx. $6,500 (bids called for) 5,6 
Typewriter for Engr., $414 (approved) 6 

COMiVl.UNICATIONS FROM j\SSIST. CITY MGR. : 
- 1. Report re Improvement on Palos Verdes Blvd. (concurred) 6 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 
1. Easement from Garrett Corp., Arlington & 190th Sts.(accepted) 7 
2, Report re sick leave accumulation, severance pay ( to City Mgr.) 7 

COM1\I\UNICtHIONS FRCM f\SSIST. CITY MGR.: 
L Reir;-provement of Palos Verdes Blvd. (to Asst. City Mgr.) 7 

C:JMiVlliNICATIONS FRGM LICENSE DEPT.: 
..". -"-1. Lower Lights Gospel Mission, application for free license 

(denied) 7 
2. Military Order of the Purple Heart, request for free 

license to sell tickets to dance (approved) 7 
3., Nat 1 L Multiple Sclerosis Society, request for free 

license (approved) 7,8 
Nat'l. Kidney Disease Foundation, request for free license 
(approved). 8 

5. Brown & Niels~n, request to buy license to paint house 
numbers on curbs (denied) 8 

C(lM[vlUNICATIONS FROM ENGINEERING DEPT.: 
'''-r-::--TENTATIVE TRACT NO, 17203: (tabled for 2 weeks) 8-11 

2. Traffi~ Signal, 190th & G. P. entrance (report next week) 11 
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SUBJECT MATTER: 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PLANNING: 
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1. Recommendation Tor-a"pproval of following Waivers (approved) 11 
Leroy O. Mattock s , 18303 Grevillea 
J. F. & Florane Reed, 121: Acacia 
George Fouts, 2215 ~. 182nd St. 

2. Request to have Hea ~ ings to create restricted neighborhood 
commercial zor. c ( concurred - Hearings ordered) 11 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CIVIL C ~:FENSE & DIS,'\STER COMMISSION: 
1. Recommenaatlo~To-r-~i3"~"oi r lcinen tOT G. W. Stevens & alternate 

to CD & D Pln] Bo ard of Area G (Stevens, Bone appointed) 11,12 

REPORTS: 
1. City Clerk's o:':{j_,:c'" T2cc ip t of Comriaint & Summons, 

Manning & Ij·:h j ":_:" 
2. City Clerk's of fice 

12 
rop orts from Metropolitan Water Dist.12 

RESOLUTIONS: (Regul ar Motion re resolution s & ordinances adopted) 
1. No. 3655 re w81ds , ru bbish ( aaopted) 
2. No. 3656 re refusal of additional gas tax (adopted) 
3. No. 3657 re Wi~kler s ettlement (adopted) 
4. No. 3658 re le ase an er, dme r> "C , J ohnson & Strutzel (adopted) 
5. No. 3659 re l ease a~endme nt : J ohnson & Strutzel (adopted) 

ORDINANCES: 
1. No. 1080, 2nd r eading , r e building permit fees (adopted) 

PROCLMM\TIONS: 
1. April 4, 1959 , NATO Day 

NOMINATION OF COMMISSICNEES : 
1. Dr. VI. J. Lab r o--a-l:)p"::oved, to Park & Recreation Commission 

ORAL COM~UNICATIONS: 
City Manager I e fun ds for streets & maintenance 

1. Councilman Be a~ lGy r e bus station (to City Mgr.) 
24 Councilman Beasl ey ~e lay member, Inter Citie s Highway 

Committee (Ha~ ~on Be l cher appointed) 
34 Councilman Benstead r e light at Crenshaw & Carson 
4. Councilman Bl ot~nt r i, parking at !\irport Triangle market 

( t o Traffice Commis sion) 
5. Councilman Br a( fo rd re ~:~~o rt Commission 
6. Mayor Isen re :rafhc sa£ e:i;y committee (for consideration) 
7. Krutoff develoi' 1Il3nt : 3544--46 Garnet St., Bldg. Supt. 

directed to halt dev elopment 

12 
13 
13 
14 
14 
14 

14 

14 

15 

13 
15 

15 
15 

15 
15,16 
16 

16 
8. City Mgr. re El Calilino us e of commercial land in Torrance 

(to City Manager) 16 
City Atty. re Lot 43, Kiss e l Tract No. 23988 (to City Atty.)16,17 9. 

9. 
10. 

(number fault - 8g) R. DeArmitt re Report (to City Atty) 17 
Sol Burns re l i ghts on Torrance Blvd. west of Western (to 

Dep t. of Public Works) 
11. Councilman J ahn re p ~~ment of bills (approved) 
12. Mayor Isen re j oint meet Ll g w/Planning Commiss ion 

Adjournment, 8:05 P. M. 
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MIN1JfES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
March 31, 1959 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular 
meeting at 5:30 P. M. Tuesday, March 31, 1959, in the Council Chamber, 
City Hall, Torrance , California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Drale, Isen. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Jahn, City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer 
were also present, 

Mayor Isen asked J ohn V. Russell, Director of Public Works, to lead 
the salute to our Flag, saying this would be the last meeting of the 
Council which Mr. Russell would have to attend. Mr. Russell has been 
with the City for several years, and the Council is grateful to him 
for the help he has rendered us, the Mayor said, adding that the Council 
would commend Mr. Russell later. 

Mr. Rus sell led the salute to our Flag. 

The Rev erend John Taylor of the First Methodist Church opened the 
meeting with an invocation. 

Mayor Isen thanked the Reverend Taylor for the Council for the 
spiritual guidance he has rendered during the month of March. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting held March 24 , 1959, and the Adjourned Regular Meeting held 
March 25, 1959, as written. 

Motion seconde~ by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so ordered. 

AWARDS: - ---
Mr. Paul Slonecker, a foreman at our garage, came forward to tell 

the Council that at the 10th Annual Safety Awards Dinner of the Greater 
Los Angeles Safety Council, the City of Torrance was given the first 
award for cities employing over 500 people. He had been honored to 
receive it f or the City , and was here to turn the plaque over to the 
Council to be permanently posted in the City Hall. Mr. Slonecker thanked 
the City's administrative officers for their help during the past few 
months in doing the work and planning for this safety record. The plaque 
is evidence, he said , that the employees of the City of Torrance are 
doing their part in this endeavor. Mr. Slonecker felt that this aV'ard 
was proof that the employees of the City of Torrance, "not unlike the 
mill of the Gods, griw". slow, but exceedingly fine." . 

Mayor Isen accepted the plaque ftir the Council, and asked Mr. Bone 
to take custody of it and place it in the Trophy Room for public 
exhibi tion. 

Councilman Jahn arrived at 5:35 P. M. 

HFARINGS: 

CJ\SE NO. 390 - VARIANCE: Informal hearing, Mr. A. M. Klum, to 
sh6w'-causewhy- Variance granted in Planning Commission Case No. 
390 should not be revoked, 

Mayor Isen asked Mr, Klum and Mr. Knott, who had protested that the 
Variance had not been complied with, if they would not meet together in 
the Council conference room and try to work this out. 

Mr . Knott said he only want ed the block wall. 
Mr. A. M. Klum, 24463 Hawthorne Blvd., said he and his associates 
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feel that they have complied with the Variance, both in spirit and letter. 
They built the fence as Mr. Knott had requested at the time the Variance 
was granted; Mr. Knott l s chain link fence had been left intact and 
a number of trees had been left there to satisfy Mr. Knott's request. 
To leave these trees had caused them to have great inconvenience, as 
the building had to be altered so that the trees could be left. Mr. 
Klum felt his company, Mercury International, had complied, and if they 
had not, he could not see why this is brought up at this late date~ 

Mayor Isen referred to Item 2 of the Variance, which required a 
wall along the entire lot, 

Mr. Klum said the request had been that the block wall be lcontinued', 
and they had fulfilled the meaning of this as they construed it. 

Mr. Knott contended that they had been required under the Variance 
to build a fence across the entire back of the property, and he presented 
a copy of the original Variance to support this contention. He said the 
plans at the time he had been called before the Planning Commission on 
this matter had required the building to be la' from the property line, 
and the fence Mercury was to build was to be on their property. The 
fence was to have only one gate . He stated that he did not know until 
about 3 months ago that the buildings could be brought to within 5' of 
that property line. He had heard that only when he heard they were 
going to have a liquor license there, in a building which he said was 
under his bedroom window. At the present time, he added, the root system 
of one of the trees had been chopped out and the tree is leaning on his 
fence. He said Mercury had agreed to soundproof the rear of the building 
if he would not fight the issuance of the liquor license, saying Mr. 
Perkins had been one of the men who had made this offer to him. 

Councilman Blount asked the City Attorney if the material before 
the Council was a correct copy of the Varian.ce. 

The City Attorney said he had not seen it, but to the best of his 
knowledge it was. 

Councilman Beasley felt that Mr. Knott had never protested this 
before, and was trying to use this to fight the liquor license. 

Mr. Knatt said it had been agreed at the time the Variance was 
granted that nothing would go in there which would be detrimental to 
the property. 

The Council discussed the file on the Variance and the material on 
it, and Councilman Blount pointed out that the only land the Council 
considered in this is that belonging to the applicant for the Variance, 
Mercury International, represented by Mr. Klum. 

In reply to a question, the City Attorney said there could be a 
difference of interpretation between 'continued' and ~onstructed', as 
the words were used here in two different places. . 

Councilman Jahn pointed out that the City had allowed the Mercury 
building to be 51 from the rear wall in exchange for 10' of land for the 
widening of Hawthorne Blvd. 

Councilman Bradford believed that the material before the Council on 
the -matter expressed their intent that the fence would continue across the 
whole length of the property. 

The Mayor asked whether in granting the Variance requiring the peti
tioner to build this fence, there was anything to show the consent of the 
adjoining land owners, and by what theory it might be assumed that they 
could join this fence to theirs. 

The City Attorney said the consent of other property owners would 
not affect this land. 

Councilman Blount pointed out that Mr. Knott's property was not under 
discussion here at all . The fence is on the Mercury property. The 
Variance was issued to Mr. Klum and required a fence, and he believed it 
only made sense to assume the fence would go from one end of thep~erty to 
the other. 

The City Attorney told the Council that if this goes to the courts, 
the courts in all liklihood would try to avoid forfeiture of the Variance. 
He asked for the Council's thinking on this, saying he would not like to 
take this to the courts unless the Council had crystallized their thinking 
on it. 
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Mr. Klum maintained it had been part of the agreement with Mr. 
Knott that they were to 'continue' from where his fence ends on to 
the end of the property, 

Mr. Knott said the fence he built is on his own property. 
Mayor Isen could not see how Mr. Knott's fence on his own 

property would be concerned. 
Councilman Beasley felt the Planning Commission had tried to work 

this out to eliminate Mr. Knott's objections. 

37a 

Councilman Benstead asked if the Minutes of the Planning Commission 
meeting say how many feet long this fence should be, and Councilman 
Blount said they do not. 

Mayor Isen asked where the paper the Council has on this came from, 
and Planning Director Powell said it is a chronological list of the 
proceedings in the case. 

Councilman Bradford moved that Mr. Klum comply with the Variance as 
set forth and that he finish the concrete block wall which he has 
started on the property for which he received a Variance so it will 
run the entire length of the property. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, with a request that a reasonable time 
be set. ----- .. 

Councilman Bradford amended his motion to set a time certain for 
completion of the fencs, saying 60 days was reasonable. 

Amendment accepted in the second. 
Iv1otion, as amlmded, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 

COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Drale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Beasley, Jahn. f\BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen told Mr. Klum that the Council hoped in the interests of 
good neighborliness, they would comply with this. 

Mr, Klum said some of the trees which will have to be removed to put 
this fence in a~e enormous, and it willbeexpensive indeed to comply. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Ralph R. Benson, attorney, 215 W. 5th St., Los Angeles, 
submitted the claims of Catherine Vandervalk and Rebecca Vandervalk 
against the Torrance Municipal Bus line for injuries and damages 
allegedly sustained as the result of an accident involving a bus on 
which they were passensers. 

Councilman Blount :lloved the claim be denied and referred to the 
City ,'\ttorney. ----

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote, . 

2. A March 23, 1959, letter from the Parkw~y S~hool Parent-Teacher 
Assn., signed by Mrs. Kenneth E. Watts, Corresponding Secretary, asked 
for a 4-way traffic control signal at the intersection of Palos Verdes 
Blvd, and Calle Miramar. 

Mayor Isen said Mrs. Watts was present and had asked the CounciJ. 
hold this for an 8:00 P. M. Meeting. As there were no objections, Mayor 
Isen ordered this held for April 14, 1959, the next such meeting of the 
Council. 

He asked if the Council wished to refer this back to the Traffic 
Commission. 

Councilman Jahn said it had been there twice, and he could see no 
reason for sending it back again. 

Councilman Beasley moved the hearing on this be held on April 14, 1959. 
Niotion sec0.!2ded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 

3. A March 26, 1959, letter from the Hollywood Riviera Homeowners 
Assn., signed by W. J Hanson, President, supported the Parkway PTA 
request, and was ordered on the Agenda with that letter on April 14. 

4. A March 25, 1959, letter from Mrs. J. E. Popovich requested the 
removal of a palm tree and a dead tree at 2067 Carson St. A March 26, 
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1959, letter from the Supt. of Parks, C. W. Clemmer, contained his 
recommendation that the dead acacia tree be removed with the stipulation 
that they purchase a suitable replacement tree, which they have agreed 
to do, As to the request that the palm tree on the same lot be removed, 
Mr. Clernmer did not recommend this be granted and gave his reasons for 
this statement. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of Mr. 
Clemmer. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objections, so ordered. 

5 . A March 25, 1959, letter from the California National Guard 
Headquarters, Company E (Bridge), 132nd Armored Engineer Battalion, 
2505 Cabrillo Ave ., signed by Douglas J. Horlander, Capt. CE Cal. ARNG 
Commanding, requested the Council to renew the $500 operating fund 
which the City has given them for the past several years. The funds 
will be used according to the terms of the original contract, and they 
will furnish a strict accounting of them. 

Councilman Beasley moved to refer this to the City Manager for 
considera.tion with the BUdget. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

6. ~ March 23, 1959, letter from Mrs. John L. Broun, 1605 Cota, 
concerned the litter on our streets and forwarded a news clipping from 
Compton telling of their rules for abatement of litter. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Attorney if the City of Compton has any· 
thing on this we do not have. 

The City Attorney said he had looked over the section they have 
governing this, and they do, however, he felt some of it might be most 
difficult to enforce. 

Mayor Isen felt we had gone as far as we can from a practical 
standpoint in this matter. 

Councilman Orale asked if we have a 'Cle an up' week established. 
Mayor Isen thought the Jr. Chamber of Commerce had such a week, but 

he did not know whether it was official at this time. He felt that 
getting this under way might get people working on it. 

7. The North Torrance Civic Improvement Association submitted 
letters signed by Mrs. Margaret H. Clark, President, with the following 
requests, each dated as shown: 

a. March 21, 1959; that the Council institute proceedings to 
provide for adequate park sites through a bond issue. 

Councilman Beasley asked the Director of Parks & Recreation, Mr . 
Harry Van Bellehem, if this question had not been referred to their 
Commi s sion .. 

Mr. Van Bellehem replied that it had, and they have a Committee 
working on that now, but there have been no conclusions reached. 

Councilman Beasley asked if such a report might be available 
in "time to see if the Council could consider whether or not this should 
be on the ballot at the next general election. 

Mr. Van Bellehem thought so; he said he would give them a report on 
this discussion at the next meeting. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Van Bellehem for a copy of his letter on 'lease
backs' within the next few days, for study. 

Mayor Isen was glad the groups are interested in civic betterment, 
and said that in ordering this letter filed with reference to park 
sites, the letter was not being ignored. 

Concerning the request in the letter that there be more joint use 
of school and city property, the Mayor said we have been working on this 
and Mr. Van Bellehem has had some success. The various interested groups 
should take cognizance of the fact that a similar letter should be 
sent to the School Board. Many people do not realize that the School Bo ard 
spends almost twice as much of the tax dollar as the City does, and that 
the taxes come from the same place. People should have at least as great 
an interest in the schools and the expenditures on them as they do in the 
City, as they spend about twice as much money. 
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b. (Undated); a request that the City take action with a view t o 
widening Prairie Avenue at the north end of the block between Redondo 
Beach Blvd. and 171st St. 

Acting City Engineer Bishop said the freeway interferes in that 
area, which is in the proposed freeway widening, which has not yet bee n 
finally decided. Right now it would be difficult to do this , 

Mr. Bishop said he would answer this letter. 
Councilman Orale said we had approved a change of zone at l74th and 

Prairie about two months ago; he asked if their plans are in yet, sayjng 
that is the bottleneck. 

Supt. of Bldg. Schlens said their final pl ans are not in; they are 
having to get some easements before the final plan s t o conf orm to the 
specification of the Planning Commission have to be brought in before 
the permit can be issu8d. 

c. March 21, 1959; That the City Council institute proce edings t o 
provide proper illumination a l ong l74th Street. 

The City Manager, in reply to a questi on, said they would have to 
go into a lighting assessment district if they want more than interse ction 
lighting. The State will not pay any part of that except at intersection s 

Councilman Beasley said they could circulate petitions and set up a 
district, as other areas in the City have done. 

Acting City Engineer Bishop said hi s department has received no 
petitions from the people on this. He s aid he would write a letter 
to explain this to the group. 

Councilman Orale asked if the State would light the intersections of 
Prairie and Arlington at 174th, and Mr. Bishop said they may pay a share 
of the cost of such lighting; that is all they will pay . 

Councilman Orale a sked Mr. Bishop to find out about the lig hting 
at those major intersections and what the State would pay _ 

d. March 21, 1959; a request that the City Council institute 
proceedings to investigate a traffic hazard at 164th and Crenshaw 

Capt. Maestri said Lt. Nash of the Police Dept. has gone out to 
try to clear this up . 

Mayor I sen suggested that t he Police Dept. send a proper letter 
on this. 

8. A March 20, 1959, letter from R. A. Watt Construction Co" 
signed by Geo. V. Foutt s , explained that they are re-applying for 
building permits on Lots 1 thru 12, Tract 22712, and they are ready 
to start construction. The permits once issued had expired , and they 
feel this is partly be cause of a request by the Planning Commission 
for a Change of Zone from C-2 to R-3, which they had complied with. 
They asked for a refund of a part of the permit fee, at leas~. 

Supt. of Bldg. Schlens said that in the past the City h a ~ in some 
cases, allowed refunds of up to 80% of the fee, although this does not 
conform to the code. He said there was probably $300 or $400 involved , 
In- reply to a direct question, he said he would not hesitate to recommend 
this be granted, as they are taking out permits again. 

Councilman Jahn moved to grant the 80% refund. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER: 

1. With a letter dated March 26, 1959, the City Manager submitted 
the following recommendations for the Council's consideration and approval : 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
~. Some months ago the City Council approved the recommendations 
of the Park & Recreation Commission for certain improvements at th o 
Victor E. Benstead Plunge, pending the availability of fundso 

There are sufficient funds in the Unappropriated Reserve Fund to 
handle the most urgent portion of the improvements. If they are 
to be used for the 1959 swimming season, I recommend that an app r op ·· 
riation of approximately $6,500 be made from the Unappropri ated 
Reserve for slip proofing the pool deck and for the installation o r 
diving equipment. (Memo submitted), 
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b. For the purchase of one 17" IBM Electric Typewriter from 
International Business Machines Corp., the sum of $414, including 
tax, for the Engineering Oept. This typewriter is to replace a 
badly worn manual, on which we have been given an allowance of 
$80 (a Budget item). 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
City Manager under Appropriations, Items a and b, 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
At the request of Councilman Jahn, Councilman Benstead amended his 

motion to require that bids be called for on Item a. 
Councilman Jahn asked for more clarification of that motion and 

amendment. 
Councilman Benstead said on the Swimquip boards and towers, they are 

the only ones who build this and are the only practical one on the 
market. His motion is to call for bids only on the slip proofing. 

Mayor Isen accepted that in the second to the motion. 
Councilman Orale asked whether the 3 meter board is really necessary, 

and wondered if it is safe. 
Mr. Van Bellehem, in reply to a question, said to have such a board 

is customary, and the people who use the pool want it. The only way 
to try to keep this safe is to get the best board and then police the 
use of it. . 

Councilman Blount did not think it advisable to say this was the 
only company which would furnish this; unless we get bids on everything 
and set up specs so we can get bids, that one source would charge us 
plenty, he said. 

Councilman Benstead said he would amend his motion furthe~, but after 
thought he withdrew his motion, and Mayor Isen withdrew the second to the 
motion. 

Mr. Van Bellehem said this is a very popular piece of equipment. 
Councilman Orale said he knew the hazards of this, and he thought 

we need a diving board but did not feel'cm'V1nce{l we need such a high 
one. 

Mr. Van Bellehem said most public pools have a I-meter and 3-meter 
board. 

Mayor Isen felt we should have this, and so did Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendations of the 

City Manager under Appropriations, Items a and b, with the requirement for 
bids on Item a with 'equivalent' equipment to be specified. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Mr. Van Bellehem went on to say we do have a 3-meter board, but the 

installation has never been satisfactory; it was the least expensive 
board because we could not afford a better one at the time. The people 
who make the board contend this was not satisfactory because of the 
way the contractor installed it, and the contractor contends the installa
tion was correctly done. 

' Mr. Van Bellehem said the people who make this board do not do the 
installations, but they do have a list of people they will recommend who 
will do it, and he will call for bida on the installation. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER: 

1. A March 26, 1959, letter from C. L. Bone, Assistant City Manager, 
reported on the improvement of Palos Verdes Blvd., and th~ work which 
will be necessary for the improvement. He recommended that if the Council 
wishes to proceed with this, we advertise and accept proposals from 
interested parties for the removal of the dirt at this time. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendations of the 
Assistant City Manager in this matter. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

1. With a letter dated March 26, 1959, the City Attorney submitted 
an easement from the Garr ett Corporation, dedicating 10' on j\ rlington 
Avenue and 20' on 190th St. for street purposes, to be accepted by 
the Counc i l. 

Councilman Orale moved to accept the easements as submitted her e . 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

2. With a letter dated Mar ch 24, 1959, the City Att orney submitted 
a report on the Civil Service Rule s and the sick leave benefits thereu~der, 
as requested by the Council. The report was requested after a suggestlon 
had been made that employees be a ! lowed to accumul ate 120 days of sick 
leave instead of 60 day s a s at present and that the accumulated sick leav e 
be a part of the employee's severance pay when an employee voluntarily 
resigns or retires from the City's employ. 

Councilman Beasley moved to refer this to the City Manager. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FB.OM PI SSIST. CITY MGR. : 

1. Councilman Jahn ask ed t o know more about this. 
City Manager Stevens said we would advertise for bids for removal 

of the dirt. 
Assist. City Mgr. Bone came forward and ~aid we have two or three 

proposals on this, and he would prefer to let this out to bid. 
There were no objections, and this was referred back to Mr. Bone 

to call for bids. 
A gentleman was in the audience who was interested in this, and the 

Mayor directed him to see Mr. Bone. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE LICENSE DEP(\RTMENT: 

1. A memo dated March 25, 1959, from License Inspector Whitacre t o 
the Council, reported that the Lower Lights Gospel Mission, 526 E. 5th 
St., Los Angeles, has applied for a free license to solicit funds i n 
the City of Torrance. 

Mr. Whitacre reported that the Chief of Police had disapproved the 
request, and he recommended the request be denied, basing this on the 
fact that the solicitor is given a percentage of the funds collected. 

Councilman Beaslev moved to concur with the Chief of Police and t he 
License Inspector. - -----

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously by r o l l 
call vote. 

2. A March 25, 1959 , letter from the Richard Henry Dana Chapter No , 
64 of the Military Order of the Purple Heart of the United States of 
America, Box 64, San Pedro, California, signed by Samuel Rickerts, 
Commander, asked for permission to sell tickets for a dance to be he l d 
in Compton. 

A memo was appended fr om License Inspector Whit acre, reporting t ha t 
Chief Bennett had ap proved the request, and that he recommended the 
free license be qranted. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Chief of Police and the License In spector. 

Motion seconded by Councilmi-l.n Orale, and carried unanimously by :::011 
call vote, 

3 . A March 25, 1959, letter from the Licen s e Inspect or, report ed a 
request from the National Multiple Sclero sis Society for a free licen s e 
to hold a door-to-door fund raising campaign during the week of August 
3, 1959. The request had been approved by the Chief of Police, and Mr. 
Whitacre recommended it be granted. 
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Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Chief of Police and License Inspector. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, and carried unanimously by 
ro 11 call vot e. 

4. A March 23, 1959, letter from the National Kidney Disease Founda
tion, 1227~ So. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles 19, signed by Jack Weinberg, 
Executive Vice-President, requested a free license to solicit in the 
City from June 1-30, 1959, with a door-to-door canvass on June 21. 

A memo from License Inspector Whitacre was appended, reported that 
the Chief of Police had approved th i s request, and recommending that 
the request be granted himself. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the Chief 
of Police and the LicensE Inspector. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Ben stead, and carried unanimously by 
ro 11 call vot e, 

5. A March 25, 1959, letter from Wm. E. Brown, 815 Amapola, and 
Darrell F. Nielsen, 22714 Anza Ave., asked for a license to paint house 
numbers on curbs directly in front of houses; they professed familiarity 
with the regulations as to the size and color required for this service, 
and stated they planned to charge 75¢ for each house. 

License Inspector Whitacre recommended that upon payment of the 
proper license fee a license be granted, saying there had been only one 
other license granted so far this year for this type of service. 

Councilman Benstead moved to deny the request, s aying these two men 
have regular jobs, and we do not permit our own employees to do out side 
work; besides, when we have permitted licenses for this, it has alw ays 
been for charitable causes. 

Motion s econded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote , 

At 6 : 30 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council re
convening at 6:40 P. M. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 

1. TENTi\TIVE TRACT NO. 17203 - RESUBMITTED: Presented to Counci l 
February 17, 1959, and withheld at request of subdivider. Located 
easterly of Henrietta St., northerly of Emerald St., cont ai ni ng 
40 lots presented by Mr. Don Wilson. With the letter of transmit
tal was accompanied by: 
a, Feb . 12, 1959, letter from Plng. Director Powell submitting 
the Pl anning Commission's recommendation for approval w/stipu l J
tions. 
b, Excerpt from Minutes of Planning Comm. Mins. of Feb. 4, 1959 ; 
c. Feb. 12, 1959, letter from A. E. McVicar, Supt. of the 
Water Dept., reporting that if this tract is served, an off-site 
main extension of about 620' of 8" pipe will be needed at an 
estimated cost of $3,000, which could not be charged to the sub
divider. 
d. A Jan. 26, 1959, letter from the L. A. County Flood Control 
District, signed by Milan Vi. Ranson, w/recommendations on drain age; 
e. Jan. 20, 1959 letter from J. R. Patrick, Assist. to City 
Engr., concerning drainage and improvements; 
f. Sketch of the tract. 

Councilman Jahn asked who would serve the tract with water, and 
Mayor Isen pointed out Mr. McVicar's letter. 

Mr. Wilson , the subdivider, came forward and said he did not know 
who would serve the tract. 

Councilman Beasley thought we could authorize Mr. McVicar to build 
the main he mentioned in his letter. 

Mr. Wilson said the land is also subject to the Dominguez Water Co. 
easements there . He had heard rumors of various int~etat10ns as to the 
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validity of that easement, He had a letter from them telling him that 
the land is within the area they are authorized to serve with water, 
and that they would serve the tract. 

In reply to a question, the City Manager said to the best of his 
memory, the Council had authorized our water department to serve the 
Watt tract. 

Councilman Jahn agreed, and moved that Tentative Tract No. 17203 be 
approved, providing tr.e tract isserved with Torrance water, and that 
the letter from Mr. McVicar be concurred with and we authorize him to 
install the necessary off-site main at Water Distribt expense. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Mayor Isen gave Mr. Wilson a copy of the letter from Mr. McVicar. 
Councilman Bradford asked Mr. Wilson to re-read the last part of 

the letter from Domingu ez Water Co., which Mr. Wilson did. Mr. Wilson 
said the easement Dominguez has is a floating easement, and he felt 
this motion actually meant the tract would not be approved unless 
it is seT\edwith Citv of Torrance Water. He said he was not here to 
plead the case of Do~inguez in this matter, but simply his own as a 
subdivider. 

Councilman Jahn did not agree; he said Mr. Wilson and Mr. Watt, 
both interested parties, could litigate this case. He said there 
are Title Companies who would clear the title to the land. We are 
going to run our water mains out there. It was not his intention t o 
disapprove the tract, 

Mr. Wilson said he was aware of the duties of a title company, 
and that he is we l l known to them, but he felt a challenge such as 
this would raise a problem. 

Councilman Jahn said there are title companies which will write a 
clear title; all they want is to find someone to test it. They have 
written some 'all risk' policies. 

Mr. Wilson said he would check into that. 
Councilman Bradford asked the City Attorney if he was checking into 

the PUC ruling, and the City (\ttorney said he is. 
Councilman Bradford asked if it would not be reasonable to assume they 

would uphold this if they upheld the Southwest Park matter, and the 
City Attorney said there is no connection. 

Councilman Bradfora asked if Mr. Stanger had ever entered into any 
agreement with Dominguez stating that the new Torrance Water Dept. 
would serve water to the area they were then serving and Dominguez would 
retain their rights to the area outside our district. 

The City Atto~ney had no knowledge of any such agreement, and said 
it would not be leg a l l y bin~ing in any case because Mr. Stanger would 
have no authority t o make such an agreement. 

Councilman BradfQrd said the City Attorney should check this point. 
Councilman Beasley asked how long it would take to get court action 

to decide this, and Counc ilman Jahn thought that would be up to Mr. 
Wilson. 
. The City Attorney could not say, saying there would be many ways of 

doing this, and he would not know which way would be chosen or how 
soon action would be undertaken, or with what haste; he said it might 
take years and then it might be done in months. 

Councilman Jahn, with the consent of his second, divided his motion 
into two parts, as follows: 

"He moved that Tentative Tract No. 17203 be approved, providing 
the tract is-served with Torrance water," andllHe moved that the letter 
from Mr. McVicar be concurred with and we authorize him to install the 
necessary off-site main at Water District expense". 

Councilman Beasley asked if we would serve just a single house built 
in that area, saying if not he felt we would be preventing the development 
of the area until this goes to court. He said he would like to h2ve more 
information before voting on this, and while he would like for the City 
to serve them water he wants to know who will take it to court and whether 
we are slowing the development of the area. 

In reply to a question, the City Attorney said that the condition 
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that the City serve water to developments has been brought into the liti
gation, improperly at this time, he thought. That will have to be 
decided by the courts. We think we have that power and have acted on 
that assumption and he thought we could continue to insist on this right 
unless a court reverses it. 

Motion to approve the tract with the stipulation that it be served 
by Torrance water failed by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Jahn, Ise~ NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, 
Bradford, Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Drale moved the City Attorney give the Council a written 
opinion as to whether we can serve the area or not. 

The City Attorney said there is no question we have the right to 
service the area by running our lines down the public way. 

Councilman Bradford said if we cannot put them on the homeowners' 
property, there is no use; he said we would have to have their 
consent to go on their property. 

The City Attorney explained that the subdivider has to put in the wat 
lines on the property, and then connect them to the mains. 

Councilman Beasley asked if Dominguez could not also put their lines 
in the streets. 

The City Attorney thought so; he said their easements may be 
superior to those of the City. 

Councilman Bradford asked the City Attorney if he meant we could 
put our mains down these streets. 

The City Attorney said yes. 
Councilman Bradford asked what would happen if Dominguez puts their 

lines in and Wilson ties to them instead of ours. 
The City Attorney explained to the Council that if they make it a 

condition of the Tentative Tract Map that the City serve water there, 
and he does not connect the lines to our main, the Council would not 
have to approve the Final Tract Map. The City Attorney thought we 
had that right. It is the subject of litigation now between Dominguez 
and the City. 

Mr. Wilson said he knew of no way he could get out of the Dominguez 
easement. 

The City Attorney said if they would sign off on the easement there 
is no problem. 

Mayor Isen thought the motion which failed was not a disapproval of 
the Tract. 

Councilman Bradford moved that the Tentative Tract No. 17203 
be approved as presented-,-subject to the stipulations set by the Planning 
Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Councilman Jahn pointed out that by this motion, no decision whatever 

was being made. He said we have imposed this restriction on many tracts 
in North Torrance, asking either that they be served with Torrance Water 
or · that the subdivider furnish us with a 'Joint Use' agreement with 
Moneta, so we could serve. He asked the City Attorney if this is not 
correct. 

The City Attorney said we have required one or the other. 
The City Attorney explained that the law in such cases as this is 

what the Supreme Court says it is; to guess what the outcome of a 
case would be would be like predicting a horse race. 

Councilman Jahn felt this motion admitted to guilt, and asked if 
we should not operate on the premise that we have been for the past 
3 years. 

The City Attorney said he believed so, and had told the Council he 
thought they should continue to act on that premise. 

Councilman Jahn felt that to change our action now would 
act against us. 

The City Attorney said if the Council imposed that condition on the 
Watt Tract, as they did, and not on this Tract, that action itself might 
be indicative of treating two parties differently and might constitute a 
waiver of such right. 
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Councilman Beasley asked Mr. Wilson if he would object to the 
Council tabling this for a week or two for study. 

Mr. Wilson said he would not. 
Councilman Beasley moved to table this entire matter for two weeks, 

during which time Mr. Wilson could meet with the City Attorney and 
City Manager to work out some solution which would protect the City. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, and carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. ----

Mayor Isen agreed with what Councilman Jahn had said, adding that 
the North Torrance situation is analogous with this, and we should not 
act differently in different parts of the City. 

Mr. Wilson said in their present tract over there on the hill there 
had been some stipulation about water, and he suggested that be checked. 

Councilman Blount said this was not entirely a water problem. 
Mayor Isen agreed; he said a questionable situation exists about 

the rights of various parties. 
The City Attorney said there is not much legal work which can be done 

at this time on the matter. He did not think the situation was different 
from the Moneta problem. 

Mayor Isen said he had gone along on that belief. 

2. Traffic Siqnal - Intersection of 190th St. and General 
Petroleum Refl"nery entrance. 

A March 26, 1959, letter from R. W. Bishop, Acting City Engineer, 
advised the Council that his study of this is under way and a report 
will be presented at the next meeting of the Council. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 

1. ",Vith a letter dated March 26, 1959, the Planning Director submit
ted the Commission's re~ommendation for approval of the following 
Waivers: 

a. Leroy O. Matto~ks, 18303 Grevi.llea, Redondo Beach, requesting 
waiver of 3 1 side yard setback, per plot plan submitted. 

b. J. F. & Florence Reed, 1217 Acacia, requesting waiver to 
permit construction of rumpus room, per plot plan marked 
Exhibit A. 

c. Mr. George Fouts, 2215 W. 182nd St., representing the Watt 
Construction Co" requested Waiver of the l' ordinarily 
required by thg Land Use Ordinance, to· make more room for a 
turning radj.us 0n Lots 1 through 12, Tract No. 22712, to permit 
placing the r0a~ garage wall on the property line. 

The conditions stipulat~d by the Commission in each case were shown. 
Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 

Planning Commission wIt~all stipulations to be approved on these 
Waivers. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

2. A March 26, 1959, letter from Geo. C. Powell, Planning Director 
submitted the request of the Planning Commission to hold the necessary 
Hearings prior to submitting an amendment proposed for the Land Use 
Ordinance to create a restricted neighborhood commercial zone. 

Councilman Jahn moved to £~~cur with the request and instruct the 
Commission to proceed. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, no objections, so ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CIVIL DEFENSE AND DISASTER COMMISSION: 

1. A March 27, 1959, letter from the Civil Defense & Disaster 
Commission, signed by Ja~es H. Burchett, Chairman pro tem, submitted to 
the Council their recommendation that Mr. George Stevens be nominated as 
the official representative of the City of Torrance on the Civil Defense 
and Disaster Planning Board of Area G, and that he recommend an alternate. 
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The City Manager said the Commission had recommended that the person 
on this board be either a Councilman, the City Manager, or his Assistant, 
so there would be a good idea of what the City would do in each case. 

There being no objection, the Mayor appointed Mr. Stevens to this 
task, with Mr. Bone to serve as his alternate. 

The City Manager explained that this is a committee independent of 
the rest of our organization. They meet about every two months to dis~uss 
policy for the whole area. ~, 

REPORTS: 

1. The Office of the City Clerk reported that they received a 
Complaint and Summons on March 26, 1959, in the action of Leo Manning 
and Dean White against the City of Torrance et al, being Case No. 
Inglewood C 2486, Complained for Injunction, protesting enforcement of 
provisions of Ordinance 249 (Sections 11.10 and 22.11 of the City Code). 
The following documents were also received: Order to show causere 
preliminary injunction; Affidavit of Leo Manning; Affidavit of Dean 
White:; Memorandum of Point s and Aut horities - all submitted by Boris 
S. Woolley and Kenneth M. Garcelon, Attorneys at law. This has been 
referred to the offi~e of the City Attorney. 

Mayor Isen referred to this item, and said Mr. Woolley had requested 
time to be heard on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council. 

Councilman Jahn did not know what we would discuss with him. 
Councilman Beasley moved to deny the request to be heard. 
The Council did not understand why Mr. Woolley wanted to discuss this, 

and Councilman Jahn did not think a motion to deny should be entertained 
until we had a written request. 

Councilman Beasley asked if they have not filed suit, saying he could 
see no reason for discussion now. 

The City Attorney said he knew that Mr. Woolley did not wish to 
discuss the suit as such. He does want to discuss the application of 
the law, Mr. Stevens' letter, etc., and there is a possibility he would 
request the Council to amend the laws of the City in line with the 
suggestions he has. 

Councilman Beasley said the Council had personnel meetings to discuss 
such matters. 

Councilman Bradford asked if these two firemen who have institut ed 
the suit have just come to work or if they have a low wage rate. 

The City Manager said one of these men is a fireman at the top 
step, so he must have been here at least two years; the salary for 
that step is $520 a month, and in addition to that the firemen get 
7 paid holidays a year. The other employee is a fire engineer, and 
the City Manager thought their salury would be $569 a month and they 
also get the 7 paid holidays, which will average out about $15 a month. 

_ Mayor lsen said Mr. Woolley had made an oral request, and the Mayor 
said hewQuld telL-him to put it in writing. Mayor lsen said he did not 
know what Mr. Woolley wanted to discuss with the Council. 

Councilman Jahn felt the Council should wait until they have a letter 
from Mr. Woolley. 

2. The office of th~ City Clerk reported that they have received 
and have on file the Report of the General Manager and Chief Engineer 
and the Controller of the Metropolitan Water District for February, 1959. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. Councilman Beasley moved that after the Clerk had given a number 
and read the title to any ordinance or resolution on tonight's agenda, 
the further reading thereof be waived; reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such ordinance or 
resolution in the regular order. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

-12- March 31, 1959 
Council Minutes 



The City Clerk read the titles of each of the resolutions and ordinances 
presented, after assigning the respective numbers. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3655 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING TH/\T V,IEEDS GROWING UPON AND 
IN FRONT OF, !\ND RUBBISH, REFUSE ,\ND DIRT UPON 
(,NO IN FRONT OF CERT/UN PRIV,\TE PROPERTY IN THE 
CITY i\RE fI PUBLIC NUIS/,NCE, /,ND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE i,Bf,TEMENT THEREOF. 

Councilman Orale asked if the lots would be posted, and the City 
Attorney said they would have to be. 

Council~an Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3655. 
Motion seconded EY-Councilrr.an Banstead, and carried by the following 

roll call vote: (,yES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Bradford, 
Orale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. ;\ BSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3656 

,"\ RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORR/,NCE URGING THE ST,\TE LEGISLi,TURE TO REFUSE 
p/\SS/\GE TO THE PROPOSED BILL INCRE!\SING THE ST/.TE 
MOTOR VEHICLE PJEL TflX FOR ilLLOC,\TION TO CITIES 
'INO COUl\jT I ES . 

The City Manager told the Council that in the matter of highway 
improvements, including maintenance, signals, etc., at the present 
time we should get about $300,000 a year from the State. 40% of that 
is used on maintenance. It does part of the job. The other 60% must 
go into construction, and that cannot do the job. We also get about 
$70,000 from the County, which must go into construction. 

The City Manager wanted the Council to know we are facing an 
impossible situation unless we get more funds. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the money we get from the County is based 
on any formula • 

The City Manager said it is based on popUlation and miles of 
highways within the City. He said that formula is t~e basis for the 
regular County Aid to Cities. 

Councilman Jahn said the 4/10ths of a cent whic h t he Counties would 
get from this for the unincorporated areas would be for areas which are 
decreasing yearly. The Board of Supervisors do not distribute these 
funds under a formula, which they have been asked to establish and have 
refused to do. He believed that was bec ause they wished to dispose of 
the money as they see fit when distributing it. 
" Mayor Isen said he had nev er understood them to say we would have 

a credit if we did not use all the money allotted to use each year. 
The City Manager said actually there is a definite allotment 

made this year, but he did not know how they would handle the 4/10¢ 
which they would get if this bill passed, because they do not have it 
now. 

Councilman Beasley said this resolution directly opposes about two 
years of work by the League of CAlifornia Cities. He felt that Los Angeles 
County might be the only county which gives part of the gas taxes to 
the cities. He said the League is pushing this because they think it 
is the only way cities can keep up with the highway building needs 
which exist. The League had asked to have this bill introduced. 

Councilm~n Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3656. 
Motion seconded by-Councilman Benstead, and carried by the following 

roll call vote: ,\YES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Orale. 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: BeaslEY. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Concerning the next Resolution, the City Attorney said, in reply to 
a question, that he had written the agreement. He discussed the agree
ment at some length with the Council. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3657 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE flUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND 
THE CITY CI..ERK TO ,UTEST tIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY, THE STi\T E COMPENS,\TION INSURANCE FUND 
AND i\LBERT W. VHNKLER, Di\TED MflRCH 17, 1959. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3657. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. ----
Councilman Bradford said he voted yes on this because Mr. Winkler 

and the State were in accord. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3658 

,::.. RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRflNCE !\UTHORIZING AND APPROVING f\MENDMENT TO 
LEr'\SE !\GREEMENT DATED AUGUST 9, 1956, BETWEEN 
THE CITY /\ND JOHNSON & STRUTZEL COMPANY. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3658. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and ~rried unanimously by 

roll call vote.--

RESOLUTION NO. 3659 

;\ RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE Al.JTHORIZING i\ND f\PPROVING AMENDMENT TO 
LE/\SE AGREEMENT, DATED NOVEMBER 19, 1954, BETWEEN 
THE CITY AND JOHNSON & STRUTZEL COMPANY. 

Councilman Jahn moveq for adoption of Resolution No. 3659. 
Motion seconded by---COuncilman Orale, and carried unanimously by 

roll call vote-. -

ORDINANCES: 

9RDINANCE NO. 1080 

;\N ORDINJ\NCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE {,MENDING ;\RTICLE I OF CHt\PTER 6 OF "THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" ENTITLED 
"BUILDING CODE", BY REPEALING SECTIONS RELATING 
TO BUILDING P ERivlIT FEES I\ND PLAN CHECKING FEES 
AND SUBSTITUTING NEW SECTIONS THEREFOR RELATING 
10 THE SAME MATTER. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 1080 
at its second and final readIng. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vore:-----

pRO~LAMATIONS : 

With the concurrence of the Council, Mayor Isen proclaimed April 4, 
1959, as the day for oOr citizens to join in a SALUTE TO NATO, and 
encouraged them to study more fully NATO's role as their SHIELD OF 
FREEDOM. 
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Mayor Isen referred to the Minutes of the Traffic Commission. saying 
Item #4 should be on the Council! s J\genda next week. 

NOMINATION OF COMMISSIONERS: 

Councilman Orale moved that the Council reconsider the appointment 
of Dr. W. J. Labit to fill the vacancy on the Park & Recreation 
Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and Dr. Labit's nomination was 
unanimously approved by the Council, 

ORIIL COMMUNICJ'.TIONS 

1. Councilman Beasley said we are being evicted from the bus 
station on Cabrillo Avenue on April 15; the manager of the Bus Dept. 
has suggested we use the triangle at Sartori and Torrance Blvd. by 
putting some benches there. The Bus Committee concur with that 
recommendation, and wishes to refer this to the City Manager. Councilman 
Beasley so moved. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn. 
Councilman Benstead asked if it is not planned to have a building 

to serve as a bus station in the near future. and the City Manager said he 
did not know. The Bus Committee has been working on it for some time. 

There were no objections, and the motion was ordered carried. 

2. Councilman Beasley said at the last meeting of the Council he 
had suggested a nominee as a new lay member of the Inter-City Highway 
Committee; that nominee has said he would not have time to do this 
job for the City. He requested the Mayor to nominate Mr. Harmon 
Belcher of 2953 W. 178th St. to fill the vacancy. 

Mayor Isen said he would be glad to poll the Council on this 
no~ination, saying this would not change the usual policy of giving the 
Councilmen a week to check the qualifications of nominees. 

The appointment of Mr. Belcher was unanimously approved by the 
Council when they were polled. 

3. Councilman Benstead said he would like to have the Traffic 
Commission look into the possibility of tying the light at Crenshaw 
and Carson in to the fire alarm system at the Central Station, so 
that all traffic would be stopped at that corner when the trucks are 
coming out of the station. 

It was reported to him that this is planned and the materials are 
here now for this. 

4. Councilman Blount asked to refer to the Traffic Commission 
a suggestion that they look into the parking situation at the new 
market which has just opened at the Airport Triangle. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

5. Councilman Bradford thought it was time to look to our rlirport 
Commission and remove the members who do not attend meetings. He did 
not think we were getting full cooperation from the members of that 
Commission. The Commission has to function, and with people attending 
only every third meeting, or with only two or three members in attendance, 
it just is not possible for them to do a good job. He noted that one 
of the Commissioners had missed three consecutive meetings. 

Councilman Jahn said Mr. Herrick would resign from the Commission 
as soon as he is back in town long enough. 

Councilman Beasley asked that a letter be sent to each member of 
the City's Commissions, asking them if they would write to the Council 
saying whether or not they will be able to attend meetings regularly 
in the future. 

Mayor Isen directed the City Clerk to have an excerpt from these 
Minutes sent to each of the Airport Commissioners so they will know 
the Council's feeling, and he felt this would serve to get replies. 
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Mayor Isen said no one is pleased with the way the Commission has 
been going. 

6. Mayor Isen said the City had received an award tonight because 
of the safety record the City's employees have earned, but the traffic 
conditions are becoming deplorable in the City. Some time ago we had 
tried to have a Citizens' Traffic Safety Committee to counsel with the 
Traffic Commission and Police Department to try to work out a way of 
promoting safety. He suggested the group be re-activated, with each of 
the 7 members of this Council nominating a member. 

Councilman Jahn disagreed; he pointed out that we have a Traffic 
Commission, the members of which are familiar with the City's problems. 
He felt that our need is for a traffic engineer. He recalled he had 
made a motion on this. 

Mayor Isen said almost every city has such a Traffic Safety group 
working out of the National Safety Council; he would like for us to 
have a comparable group. 

Councilman Beasley thought the Chamber of Commerce should have such 
a Committee, 

Councilman Benstead felt this was an industrial committee function. 
It was agreed the Council would consider this. 
7. Re the Krutoff development at 3544-46 Garnet St.: 

Supt. of Bldg. Lee Schlens presented a letter to the Council 
concerning the drainage problem in a development between Madrona and 
Hawthorne, north of Torrance Blvd. He said there is a problem with 
this job. An engineer was hired to do the drainage work but has left 
the job. Because of the drainage problems, the job must stop now. 

Councilman Beasley so moved. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford. 
Dan Francis of Arrow Engineering said he had been asked to take it, 

but the work they have done has been the very simple surveying. They 
have not been formally retained. He wanted at this time simply to 
state that his firm does not agree with the handling of this problem 
and said they had so notified the persons involved, and they no longer 
represent them. 

Councilman Jahn asked why he called them his 'clients' if he had 
not been formally retained. 

Mr. Francis said he has been to see his attorney about this, and 
apparently the man had misrepresented him by saying his company was 
doing the work on the project. This is not true. 

Motion to authorize the Supt ., of Bldg. to stop this work £arrie£ 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

8. The City Manager reported to the Council that the EI Camino 
Board is considering taking about 14 acres of the finest commercial 
property in the entire area from our City for a parking lot for the 
school. He did not think it would be the best use of the property 
and thinks the City should try to stop this. They ~ve adopted a 
policy of not belonging in any City, but now they want to have their 
parking lot inside our City, 

The City Attorney said unfortunately the Supreme Court has not 
felt that schools are subject to the zoning laws of cities, but this 
would interfere with the development of the City. 

Mayor Isen suggested a letter be written by the City Manager, for 
him and the City Manager to sign, lodging aprotest with the Board of 
Trustees of the school. 

Councilman Jahn so moved. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so ordered. 

9. The City Attorney said Lot 43 in Kissel .Tract No. 23988 has 
been the subject of consideration for some time. Supt. of Bldg. Schlens 
has informed the City Attorney that Mr. Kissel has complied with the 
Building Code, and Mr. Bishop says the lot now complies with the engineer
ing requiIements. It is a sllbdivided lot with a house on it. 
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Councilman Bradford said he wanted to know why we could not stop 
occupancy of the house, saying it would be a situation similar to that 
on Porto Bello. 

Mr. Schlens said there was a spring on that property. The D. Warren 
company of soil engineers has done the work, and they have certified that 
the drainage to Via Largo will handle the situation~ This fulfills the 
requirements of the Code , In the Porto Bello situation there was no 
water condition at the time of approval of the tract. This is different. 
We know about the spring. They have met all the requirements of the 
code. In his personal opinion, this is taken care of at the present 
time, but he does not know for how long. 

Councilman Jahn said as it is a part of a subdivision, the State 
Real Estate Commission has to issue a statement on the tract. He asked 
if the lot had been sold, and Mr. Schlens said he did not know~ 

Councilman Jahn asked to have a copy of the Real Estate Commission's 
report on this tract, with a ?- ~ underlining of the section applying to 

this lot. He asked the City !\+.torney if we could demand that the new 
owner who will move into the hn use furnish us a signed statement saying he 
had read that report. 

The City Attorney thought that was outside the jurisdiction of this 
Council. He thought perhaps they would cooperate, however, and agree to 
send us a copy of the stater., ent. 

Councilman Jahn wanted to be sure that statement showed that lot 
number underlined in red. 

There were no objections , and this was held for a week fo~ study. 

9. Richard DeArmj.t, 5102 Pacific Coast Highway, asked what 
disposition had been made of the Report concerning the suit by the two 
firemen. 

He was referred to the City Attorney. 

10. Mr. Sol Burns, 1030 Engracia, said the entrance to the City 
along Torrance BlVd. from Western is very dark. It is a main entra,oce 
to the City, and should be lighted. He said it would be a much be.Her 
looking street. 

Mr. Burns told the Council he has plans to improve property . he 
owns near that street. 

There were no objections ; and this suggestion was ordered referred 
to the Dept. of Public ·.io rks o 

11. Councilman Jahn moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion seconded by CouncIlman Beasley, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

12. Mayor Isen reminded the Council of their meeting with the 
Planning Commission at 5:30 P. M. Thursday, April 2, 1959; 

The meeting adjourned at ~: 05 P. 

A. H. Bartlett, city Clerk .r the City or 
Torranee l ea11torn1a 
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